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Historic aircraft from National WASP Museum join warbirds 

lineup at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2026 

BT-13 Valiant, AT-6 Texan represent women’s pioneering legacy of WWII 

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (May 13, 2026) — Two historic World War II-era 

aircraft from the National WASP WWII Museum in Sweetwater, Texas, will highlight the importance of 

women pilots during that period when the airplanes travel to Wittman Regional Airport for EAA AirVenture 

Oshkosh. The 73rd edition of the Experimental Aircraft Association’s fly-in convention is July 2026. 

Representing the museum at Oshkosh will be two historic training aircraft that played a critical role in the 

wartime training pipeline at Avenger Field. The museum’s 1943 Vultee BT-13 Valiant and North American 

AT-6 Texan serve as flying reminders of the progression from basic flight instruction to advanced military 

aviation training completed by the WASP during World War II. Together these aircraft tell the story of how 

women pilots were trained to support one of the largest military aviation operations in history.  

“As the National WASP WWII Museum prepares for its appearance at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, the 

museum will proudly represent the legacy of the Women Airforce Service Pilots at one of the largest aviation 

gatherings in the world,” said Rachael McClain, the museum’s executive director. “Located at historic 

Avenger Field in Sweetwater, the museum is dedicated to honoring the Women Airforce Service Pilots and 

preserving the story of the first American women to fly United States military aircraft. Since opening its 

doors more than 20 years ago, the museum has become a national destination for aviation history, 

welcoming thousands of visitors and students each year to experience the stories of courage, determination, 

and service that changed the role of women in aviation forever.”  
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The Vultee BT-13 Valiant formed the foundation of military flight training for thousands of American aviators 

during World War II. Officially named the Vultee Valiant, the BT-13 was humorously nicknamed the “Vultee 

Vibrator” by pilots because of its powerful engine vibration, and it introduced trainees to heavier aircraft with 

greater complexity and performance demands. The museum’s silver BT-13, restored and donated in honor 

of WASP pilot Betty Wall Strohfus, appears in the same markings seen at Avenger Field during the war. 

This aircraft represents the stage of training where WASP trainees refined the precision flying skills needed 

before moving on to advanced trainers and operational aircraft.  

The North American AT-6 Texan represented the final stage of advanced single-engine training for many 

WASP trainees. In the AT-6, pilots mastered aerobatics, formation flying, cross-country navigation, and 

instrument flight. The aircraft demanded discipline, precision, and confidence from every pilot who flew it. 

The museum’s AT-6D was built in Grand Prairie, Texas and served at Luke Field, Arizona, one of the Army 

Air Forces’ largest advanced training bases during World War II. Of all the aircraft flown by the WASP, 

many later remembered the AT-6 as their favorite because of its speed, maneuverability, and direct 

connection to combat aircraft operations.  

The training completed in aircraft such as the BT-13 and AT-6 prepared WASP pilots for vital wartime 

missions that directly supported America’s combat operations overseas. WASP flew every aircraft in the 

Army Air Forces inventory, including the twin-engine B-25 Mitchell bomber and the four-engine B-17 Flying 

Fortress. They ferried newly built aircraft from factories to military bases, transported cargo and personnel, 

towed aerial gunnery targets, and conducted test flights on repaired aircraft. Their service freed male pilots 

for overseas combat assignments during a critical period of the war.  

Among the most remarkable chapters in WASP history was their connection to the B-29 Superfortress 

program. During the war, the B-29 developed a reputation as a dangerous and difficult aircraft to fly, causing 

hesitation among many male pilots assigned to transition training. In response, Colonel Paul Tibbets trained 

two WASP pilots, Dora Dougherty and Dorothea Moorman, to help demonstrate the capabilities and safety 

of the new B-29 Superfortress. At a time when the aircraft had developed a reputation for mechanical 

problems and dangerous handling characteristics, the WASP flew the B-29 to demonstrate the bomber to 

skeptical male pilots and commanders. Their professionalism, precision, and confidence in the aircraft 

helped restore trust in the B-29 program and supported the successful introduction of one of the most 

important bombers of World War II. The B-29 would later play a decisive role in the Pacific Theater and in 

bringing the war to an end.  

“As EAA AirVenture 2026 celebrates more than a century of American aviation innovation during our 

nation’s 250th anniversary, it is fitting that the WASP are recognized for their contributions beside the B-29 

and other historic aircraft at the largest annual warbirds gathering in the world,” said Rick Larsen, EAA’s 

vice president of communities and member programs, who coordinates AirVenture features and attractions. 

“The appearance of these aircraft on Boeing Plaza at Oshkosh highlights the museum’s ongoing mission 

to preserve living history through aviation.” 

AirVenture guests will have the opportunity to experience the sights and sounds of the same aircraft that 

trained the pioneering women pilots of Avenger Field. Through aircraft preservation, interactive exhibits, 

educational programming, and outreach initiatives, the National WASP WWII Museum continues to inspire 

future generations with the courage, leadership, and determination demonstrated by the WASP during 

World War II. 

About EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 



EAA AirVenture Oshkosh is “The World’s Greatest Aviation Celebration” and EAA’s membership 

convention. Additional information, including advance ticket and camping purchase, is available at 

www.EAA.org/airventure. For more information on EAA and its programs, call 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-

6322) or visit www.EAA.org.  
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EDITOR’S NOTE: High-resolution aircraft photos and National WASP Museum logos are available at EAA’s media resources 

website: 
WASP aircraft 2026 
 

 

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.LQ4J4viHyUrXkKckvfEIazqLMAWfL-2FY-2FAIVa3HRoYcm5YkkcBAxGOGWrQgObKGwxIOpH_69NmczqnDBsUBns5SsQeBKpAmL1evttmZmDXZUTM-2FEQkgEaEDeJgEvRJr0rP6tuugCzXw4zTLcejT9G79sDi8-2By9nGJzJJ3EyivrR2bnxh-2BxjKR6yx3HfADvl9NUjE53Ter7iJDFfNgjn8jTCrnxijnDoM-2B-2FoSQK9uctDQeAlQxM9Hh4a4bMwZ8tnfSvwdw-2B4dMuPfzIBhwFXFzSblK6ADh0D9zrOl5aBwDZEhEbvYBRc9RZHwOx1kVp45o1xotxsxonHVPhrszuJ9WtbbeQtOd2JgPqCyOS3MQm17TzCqq3jlPTyzuu1LOVgRET7qXxeZvSZ3O9DPyvqGik5TWUZ8fmp-2Fh5vUNj2M0k1SU5ynW-2FWXMZG1wPMMhK11hphM5T
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.LQ4J4viHyUrXkKckvfEIa5F-2FyW70QQ1GEjb9ILLRcZc-3DRFdF_69NmczqnDBsUBns5SsQeBKpAmL1evttmZmDXZUTM-2FEQkgEaEDeJgEvRJr0rP6tuugCzXw4zTLcejT9G79sDi8-2By9nGJzJJ3EyivrR2bnxh-2BxjKR6yx3HfADvl9NUjE53Ter7iJDFfNgjn8jTCrnxijnDoM-2B-2FoSQK9uctDQeAlQxM9Hh4a4bMwZ8tnfSvwdw-2B4dMuPfzIBhwFXFzSblK6ADh0D9zrOl5aBwDZEhEbvYCCLnJxVZ4QPUfI7jO-2FxS0Jf1B6-2FPvuM-2BERhgbNX2Z3QeuLEAylMyKw-2BPWdsH8cTTj7rMiOqtV7EkZX2A7FynQSHf8VYrGvzssAA-2F9sLZYhCMPIzVd3ONemcWvf-2BsPxf4X3Wq31o4nbao6rksZdF53m
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