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U.S. Pacific Air Forces to highlight aircraft, personnel 

at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2026 

PACAF and its Airmen are at the forefront of ensuring a free and open Indo-

Pacific 

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (February 19, 2026) — U.S. Pacific Air Forces will 

take center stage as the featured service component at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2026, the 73rd 

Experimental Aircraft Association fly-in convention, coming July 20-26, 2026, at Wittman Regional Airport, 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

"As we aim to highlight a specific Air Force command every year at Oshkosh, the incredible work of Pacific 

Air Forces' mission is more critical than ever, and its strategic location makes it the center of gravity for 

security in the Indo-Pacific," said Rick Larsen, EAA’s vice president of communities and member programs, 

who coordinates AirVenture features and attractions. “This command will add a distinct highlight to the 

activities at AirVenture 2026, as we celebrate America’s 250th anniversary.” 

Headquartered at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, PACAF and its Commander, Gen. Kevin B. 

Schneider, lead the charge in strengthening alliances and deterring aggression across half the globe. The 

command’s mission includes everything from large-scale joint exercises with partners throughout the Indo-

Pacific region and bomber task force missions, to humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 

"It's an honor to share the story of Pacific Air Forces with the Oshkosh community. In the Indo-Pacific, a 

region vital to global stability, PACAF stands as a steadfast and lethal force, ready to defend the United 

States and our allies,” Gen. Schneider said. “Our strength lies not only in our advanced aircraft and skilled 

Airmen but also in our deep and abiding partnerships. We are committed to our Homeland Defense and 

deterrence,' working seamlessly with our joint force and international partners to ensure a free and open 

Indo-Pacific. 

“We are focused on readiness, innovation, and the lethality of our force to deter aggression, and are excited 

to share that legacy and commitment with Oshkosh. Events like this are a fantastic opportunity to 

demonstrate the advanced capabilities and professionalism that our Airmen bring. It is this readiness and 
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cutting-edge airpower that allows us to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our allies and partners, reinforcing 

our shared commitment to a stable and secure Indo-Pacific region.” 

Pacific Air Forces is a major command of the U.S. Air Force and the air component of the U.S. Indo-Pacific 

Command. PACAF’s primary mission is to provide ready air power to promote U.S. interests in the Indo-

Pacific region. Honoring more than 80 years of history and spanning 36 nations, PACAF’s area of 

responsibility covers more than 100 million square miles. Its airmen are on the front lines of defending 

American interests. Immediate news is available on the official PACAF website and social media channels. 

“The display of airpower scheduled for this summer will be a powerful showcase of the professionalism, 

lethality, and readiness of the aviators, maintainers and support staff who secure our nation at home and 

abroad,” Schneider said. 

To commemorate 20 years of "Global Reach in the Pacific," the command will also showcase a C-17 

Globemaster III static display from the Hawaii Air National Guard. A symbol of Total Force Integration and 

readiness between the 15th Airlift Wing and the 154th Wing, 2026 marks 20 years since the C-17's arrival 

in Hawaii, transforming air mobility for the state and the Indo-Pacific. Two decades later, the C-17 continues 

to deliver global mobility, humanitarian support and joint operational excellence across 14 time zones — a 

lasting legacy of service, partnership and aloha. 

The C-17 and additional aircraft will be based on AirVenture’s showcase Boeing Plaza. Additional details 

on aircraft and programming at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh will be announced as it is finalized. 
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About EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh is “The World’s Greatest Aviation Celebration” and EAA’s membership 

convention. Additional information, including advance ticket and camping purchase, is available at 

www.EAA.org/airventure. For more information on EAA and its programs, call 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-

6322) or visit www.EAA.org. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: High resolution images from the Pacific Air Forces are available at EAA’s media resources website: 
Pacific Air Forces 2026 
 

 

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.LQ4J4viHyUrXkKckvfEIazqLMAWfL-2FY-2FAIVa3HRoYcm5YkkcBAxGOGWrQgObKGwx7Nmf_69NmczqnDBsUBns5SsQeBKpAmL1evttmZmDXZUTM-2FEQkgEaEDeJgEvRJr0rP6tuugCzXw4zTLcejT9G79sDi8-2By9nGJzJJ3EyivrR2bnxh-2BxjKR6yx3HfADvl9NUjE53LedKIhclpVoFImRVivsI17n-2BByeL9r-2Fj8wBdsroo6zpuxMk1Bq-2BrDQ73jSleL5OLFW9CgAAgl2c2URXnN8B-2F-2BVoJdwVNiZir3bbnxsjQS5CdY3KT-2BOr0ZHC7UheKoZQ7q38SubCXJrK5JFzSxErrHkujyc-2BmmlMaRwbcGt8sQnbwy88Oaw0KjNwNYYJW5Zgs5YWyuw-2Bwbyx6d2ajRdUkXTbUYxfaGwvLeVii-2BVtcPpKTfQpjN5uU2ZJ-2B4UKRmldS
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