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America’s 250th anniversary to be commemorated during
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2026

‘Celebrating the Freedom of Flight’ part of weeklong activities

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (February 26, 2026) — The heritage, innovation, and
technological advances of aviation in the United States over the past century will be part of EAA AirVenture
Oshkosh 2026, the Experimental Aircraft Association’s annual fly-in convention, on July 20-26 at Wittman
Regional Airport in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

Celebrating the Freedom of Flight’ will focus on the unique role aviation has played in America’s progress
since that first flight of the Wright brothers in 1903,” said Rick Larsen, EAA’s vice president of communities
and member programs, who coordinates AirVenture features and attractions. “Be it innovations by
individuals or colossal accomplishments by the nation’s companies and our military, America’s leadership
role in the progress of flight has been a remarkable part of our nation’s history that we’ll celebrate at
Oshkosh.”

That focus at Air Venture will cover the more than 120 years since the first flights at Kitty Hawk, starting
with the “Pioneers of Flight” exhibits and program covering powered aviation’s first 25 years, to the latest
fighter jets, unmanned aircraft, and spaceflights that showcase cutting-edge technology. That theme will be
represented on the main Boeing Plaza ramp and during the daily air shows, as well as in evening
programming at Theater in the Woods and at the Fly-In Theater.

In addition, individual areas at EAA AirVenture will feature unique aspects of America’s preeminent role in
aviation. That includes the remarkable civilian aviation progress represented by the “Class of ‘46” general
aviation aircraft in the Vintage area and red, white, and blue paint schemes on amateur-built aircraft on the
grounds.

“We see this theme evolving over the next several months as the showcase of American ingenuity through
the decades comes together at Oshkosh,” Larsen said. “While the EAA fly-in convention has always been
the gathering place for every segment of aviation, 2026 promises to be an unforgettable display of what
aviation has meant to our nation and to the world at large.”

Further details on aircraft and activities in support of this theme will be announced as they are finalized.

About EAA AirVenture Oshkosh
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EAA AirVenture Oshkosh is “The World’'s Greatest Aviation Celebration” and EAA’s membership
convention. Additional information, including advance ticket and camping purchase, is available at
www.EAA.org/airventure. For more information on EAA and its programs, call 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-
6322) or visit www.EAA.org.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Representative images supporting the “Celebrating the Freedom of Flight” theme are available at EAA’s media

website:
America 250 - EAA AirVenture



http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.LQ4J4viHyUrXkKckvfEIazqLMAWfL-2FY-2FAIVa3HRoYcm5YkkcBAxGOGWrQgObKGwx0eDu_69NmczqnDBsUBns5SsQeBKpAmL1evttmZmDXZUTM-2FEQkgEaEDeJgEvRJr0rP6tuugCzXw4zTLcejT9G79sDi8-2By9nGJzJJ3EyivrR2bnxh-2BxjKR6yx3HfADvl9NUjE53p2G347GT14gClmg9PYgm5bEgDsrrGsfky3fDZrl4gIESnwqjyM44o2kpBtCejljqU0oduw58G-2Fq6EfHyoQXGIWESqi0gx3fjbVHgu1bxrVcEbs0B9q0-2FqE5FECkaa8wKB4d9d3HtYc5EjaXYweJ-2BTZj0U5sm45ONt5Nt8c2fgRs5Hv-2FQt5EzE6MLQtIxDzVcwUAscJubZ1kD1mnX5ICcrYnsn1Xwkf3cNGzFQnLye1NWDr-2FgHoQewcxsbXqE4RE6
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.LQ4J4viHyUrXkKckvfEIa5F-2FyW70QQ1GEjb9ILLRcZc-3DPAme_69NmczqnDBsUBns5SsQeBKpAmL1evttmZmDXZUTM-2FEQkgEaEDeJgEvRJr0rP6tuugCzXw4zTLcejT9G79sDi8-2By9nGJzJJ3EyivrR2bnxh-2BxjKR6yx3HfADvl9NUjE53p2G347GT14gClmg9PYgm5bEgDsrrGsfky3fDZrl4gIESnwqjyM44o2kpBtCejljqU0oduw58G-2Fq6EfHyoQXGIWESqi0gx3fjbVHgu1bxrVc3Yy0x1FWtV8xSvIKe-2FmmTdPT36q2gAYelSqN-2F-2BK5TQDgQgpQwDHkBWuQbS8nh3lsw5r2qpXHH-2BV6UhgyfNH-2Bj-2BC2wXUkKzV6J9w9GGHONvCrSaq8Qtoz-2FdXOJ12-2Fw9WA4aAJ-2Bz4FdP15bua8Jxr8-2B
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