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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Aviation for the greater good featured at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh 2025 

Last American-registered DC-8 headlines salute to humanitarian aviation 

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (March 6, 2025) — Public benefit flying will be a 
prominent theme at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2025, as the event spotlights the aircraft, crews, and 
organizations that supply aid to victims of natural disasters, war, famine, and other emergencies around 
the globe. The 72nd edition of the Experimental Aircraft Association fly-in will be held on July 21-27 at 
Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh. 

“When disaster strikes, aviation is often the first mode of transportation to the areas that have been hit the 
hardest,” said Rick Larsen, EAA’s vice president of communities and member programs, who coordinates 
AirVenture features and attractions. “The crews that embark on these missions are dedicated to helping 
others when they need it the most. We welcome them to Oshkosh as we highlight the humanitarian side of 
aviation.” 

The last DC-8 registered in the United States, owned by the international Christian relief organization, 
Samaritan’s Purse, will spend the week on Boeing Plaza as the anchor of the display. The airplane has 
carried nearly 9 million pounds of cargo on 200 missions since 2016. The DC-8 has an impressive range 
of 7,000 nautical miles – equal to a nonstop flight from Charlotte, North Carolina, to Tokyo, Japan.  As part 
of the Boeing Plaza display, Samaritan’s Purse will also bring a field hospital, and a water purification 
system used in developing nations.  

Located near the DC-8 on Boeing Plaza will be a selection of GA aircraft also involved in public benefit 
flying. These aircraft will represent a variety of pilot groups. The Air Care Alliance (ACA) is also scheduled 
to appear. ACA is a nonprofit organization that represents more than 50 volunteer pilot groups. These 
groups provide an array of services including disaster/emergency relief, animal transport, and transporting 
ambulatory patients. 

More details on participating aircraft and organizations will be announced as they are finalized. 

About EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh is “The World’s Greatest Aviation Celebration” and EAA’s membership 
convention. Additional information, including advance ticket and camping purchase, is available at 
www.EAA.org/airventure. For more information on EAA and its programs, call 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-
6322) or visit www.EAA.org.  
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EDITOR’S NOTE: High-resolution images of public benefit flying aircraft at Oshkosh are available at EAA’s media resources 
website:  Public Benefit Flying 
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